THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

One might have regard, for instance, to the intensi-
fication of the submarine warfare in the late autumn
as marking the opening of the next critical period of
the whole Battle. So, too, attention might be paid
to what may have been the ultimate purpose behind
the massed air attacks in August and September,
namely^ the creation of conditions favourable to the
landing of a German army in this country. There is
undoubtedly a good deal of evidence to support the
view that an invasion was planned for mid-Septem-
ber, and this may have been only the postponed
date for an attempt which was originally to have
been made in mid-August. For whichever time it
was fixed, the intended invasion was prevented
from materialising by the blows which the Royal
Air Force struck at the 'invasion ports9 in Holland,
Belgium and France. Further reference is made to
this aspect of the Battle of Britain in Chapter IV.
It is mentioned here only because it serves to show
the primary importance of August 15 and Septem-
ber 15 not only as the dates of two signal defeats for
the Luftwaffe but as marking, approximately, the
shipwreck of plans much more far-reaching than
those which were translated into action.
Our Earliest Raids into Germany
It is necessary to be clear upon one point, for
there is a good deal of misconception in regard to
it. \Ve began the regular raiding of the interior of
Germany before Germany began that of the interior
of Britain, but there was a vast difference between
our methods and the Germans'. Our raids were
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